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Provincial Political Party Responses to the OCUFA Election Questionnaire 
All responses are verbatim as supplied to OCUFA. 

 

Question Ontario Liberal Party Progressive Conservative 

Party of Ontario 

New Democratic Party of 

Ontario 

Ontario Green Party 

 

What will your 

party do to ensure 

Ontario universities 

have the funding 

they need to 

provide a high 

quality education to 

every student? 

 

 

When we took office, our 

colleges and universities were 

suffering from neglect and deep 

cuts through the 1990s. We 

started the process of 

prioritizing postsecondary 

education with our Reaching 

Higher plan, which included a 

$6.2-billion investment in 

postsecondary — the single 

biggest investment in 

postsecondary in a generation. 

 

Since then Ontario Liberals have 

made postsecondary education 

a top priority. Our 

families depend on it and so 

does our economy. Over the 

past eight years, we have 

made unprecedented 

investments in our universities 

and have seen remarkable 

results. 

 

 
An Ontario PC government will 

put the needs of students and 

the economy at the centre of 

Ontario’s post-secondary 

education system. We will 

increase post-secondary 

education funding 

by $600 million, over our first 

mandate. 

 
Under the current 

government, quality of 

education has become worse. 

Ontario universities have 

amassed a massive repair 

backlog. Government 

spending per student has 

stayed the lowest in Canada, 

with an 8.7% decrease 

between 2007-2008 and 

2008-2009 alone. Tuition fees 

are increasing as students and 

their families bear more of 

the burden of the costs of 

higher education, and 

governments pay less.   

 

We have to do better.  In the 

short term, the NDP will 

commit significant new 

funding for universities 

through the $36 billion 

infrastructure fund. We will 

transfer $830 million to 

 

The Green Party’s plan for 

Ontario’s economy includes 

increasing funding for 

university and college 

operating budgets to ensure a 

high quality of education. By 

delaying tax cuts for large 

corporations until after the 

budget is balanced, we can 

freeze tuition rates while 

increasing investments in 

colleges and universities.  

 

The Green Party supports 

instituting a multi-year and 

stable funding framework for 

post-secondary education. 

Ontario needs to commit to 

post-secondary education 

that’s affordable for students 

while improving the quality of 

their programs to guide young 

people into the careers and 

trades of tomorrow.  
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We now have 200,000 more 

students in postsecondary 

education than when we took 

office in 2003 and we have 

committed to 60,000 more in 

our colleges and universities. 

We have increased operating 

grants to universities by 75 per 

cent, from $1.9 billion in 

2002−03 to more than $3.3 

billion in 2010−11. 

We are also looking to the 

future of postsecondary 

education and what we can do 

to improve upon our progress. 

Under our Putting Students First 

plan, we will modernize the 

funding formula for Ontario's 

universities to reward 

excellence, focus on strengths 

and negotiate mandate 

agreements with each university 

to align provincial priorities with 

institutional aspirations. This 

will be the first step in making 

our system more 

responsive to the needs of 

students and to the needs of 

Ontario's economy. 

 

The PCs cut $435 million out of 

college and university funding in 

their first two years in office and 

the NDP let operating grants to 

universities decrease by five per 

cent. We are the only party with 

a record of significant 

investment and focus on 

universities and colleges over 

the next 4 years as part of our 

tuition freeze. We phase in an 

additional investment of $309 

million a year by 2013-14 to 

fund 60,000 new student 

spaces. To ensure the quality 

of education in the longer 

term we will identify funding 

levels needed to ensure high 

quality education and 

establish a timeline to reduce 

and eliminate the current 

deficit of funding.  

 

 

 

One of Ontario’s many 

strengths is a diverse and 

educated population. Our 

policies build on this strength 

by providing students with the 

tools to maximize their 

potential. We are committed 

to investing in training 

programs that fill the needs of 

our future economy and 

facilitate access to jobs. 



3 

 

ensuring the quality 

of postsecondary education. 

 

 

What will your 

party do to control 

tuition fees and 

ensure Ontario’s 

universities are 

affordable to every 

willing and qualified 

student? 

 

 

Ontario Liberals are the only 

party with a consistent track 

record of responsibly 

controlling the rise of tuition 

fees. When the NDP were in 

power, they let tuition rise by 

50 per cent over four years. 

Over the eight years the PCs 

were in power, they let 

university tuition skyrocket by 

71 per cent. When we came into 

office we froze tuition for two 

years and fully compensated the 

universities for that lost tuition 

revenue to ensure that quality 

was not affected. Since then, we 

have capped tuition fees at five 

per cent, per year, and over 

eight years university tuition has 

increased by 29 per cent. We 

will continue to regulate tuition 

this way to ensure students 

have stability and predictability 

in their postsecondary costs. 

 

Ontario also has the most 

generous student assistance 

program in the country. We 

invest almost $1.5 billion in 

student assistance each year, 

almost half of which is 

nonrepayable grants. But we 

want more and more of our 

young people choosing 

 
We will raise the threshold on 

financial support to make it 

more accessible for middle-

class families 

to send their kids to college or 

university. 

 
In a 2010 report entitled 

Shortchanging a Generation, 

OCUFA urged the McGuinty 

government to, freeze tuition 

fees “until students are no 

longer responsible for such a 

huge portion of university 

revenue.” The McGuinty 

government has refused. 

However, we are committed 

to making education more 

affordable and accessible for 

families. We will immediately 

freeze tuition fees for college, 

undergraduate, and graduate 

students and will keep fees 

frozen for the entire duration 

of our mandate. Universities 

and colleges will be 

compensated for lost 

revenues. In addition, we will 

eliminate the interest on the 

provincial portion of student 

loans. Interest owing up to 

the start of the program will 

still need to be paid. 

 

The Green Party of Ontario’s 

platform aims to build on the 

diverse strengths of our 

province’s population by 

providing students with the 

tools to maximize their 

potential. We are dedicated to 

making it easier for students 

to access and pay for post-

secondary education.  

 

Tuition fees have risen over 

the last few years between 4 

and 8% annually, making 

Ontario the most expensive 

province in Canada in which to 

study. The Green Party’s 

committed to enhancing the 

quality of post-secondary 

education while making its 

access more affordable.  

 

Green MPPs are committed to 

promoting access to and 

quality of post-secondary 

education. We will freeze 

tuition for the 2012-13 school 

year while maintaining 

university and college 

budgets, indexing tuition 

increases to the rate of 

inflation from 2013-15. 

 

We will prohibit institutions 
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postsecondary. Because of this, 

the most significant investment 

we have made in our 

Forward. Together. plan is 

around postsecondary 

affordability. Our plan proposes 

a tuition grant that would 

provide every full-time, 

dependent undergraduate 

student with family income 

under $160,000 with a 30 per 

cent reduction on average 

tuition for four years of study. 

We expect that five out of six 

full-time undergraduate 

students will receive this grant 

— roughly 310,000 

undergraduate students. These 

students will save $1,600 each 

year for university and $730 

each year for college, for a total 

savings of $6,400 for university 

or $2,920 for college for a four-

year program. The full grant cost 

is almost $500 million and 

would bring our financial 

assistance for students to well 

over $2 billion, with over half of 

this in non-repayable grants. 

 

These are important 

investments and have helped 

bring the OSAP loan default rate 

to eight per cent, its lowest in 

provincial history, compared to 

the highest under the PCs at 

23 per cent. 

In addition to the 200,000 

from charging late fees or 

interest on payments for 

students who receive OSAP 

loans to pay their tuition fees, 

should the tuition be due 

before the loans arrive. In 

addition, we will prohibit 

institutions from charging 

different tuition fees based on 

year of study, within the same 

program. 

 

Green MPPs will also commit 

to converting the current 

system of tax credits and 

back-end grants toward a 

comprehensive system of 

upfront, need-based grants. 

To aid students in commuting 

to school affordably, we will 

develop a funding strategy 

that makes public transit more 

accessible for post-secondary 

students. 

 

We will also work with 

student organizations and the 

federal government to revise 

the tax credit system for 

university tuition to make it 

work better for students and 

their families. We are 

committed to policies that 

invest in Ontario’s youth and 

students, and look forward to 

working with student 

associations to determine the 

best policies to promote 
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spaces we have already created, 

we are also planning to create 

60,000 more and build three 

new undergraduate campuses in 

high-growth areas. Once the 

campus sites are established, 

there will be a competitive 

application process to establish 

them. We will expect these 

campuses to be leaders in 

delivering the highest quality 

undergraduate teaching 

experience for students. These 

are important steps in ensuring 

that every qualified student has 

the opportunity to enrol in 

postsecondary and get the 

education and skills they need 

to build their future. 

quality and accessibility of 

education. 

 

 

How does you party 

plan to address the 

faculty shortage at 

Ontario 

universities? 

 

 
Over the past eight years, we 

have made unprecedented 

investments in our universities. 

Our Reaching Higher plan 

invested $6.2 billion in our 

postsecondary education 

system — a 59 per cent increase 

in operating funding to Ontario's 

universities. Ontario Liberals are 

committed to ensuring we 

maintain the quality of 

education at our universities. 

That is why we have committed, 

in our Putting Students First 

plan, to review the funding 

formula and to renegotiate 

multi-year accountability 

agreements starting in 2012 to 

 
[No response provided] 

 
As indicated above, report 

after report indicates a 

decline in the quality of post 

secondary education, not just 

in Ontario, but across Canada. 

Over the past 10 years the 

student to faculty ratio has 

increased almost 30%. The 

Liberal government has 

refused to acknowledge the 

problem of growing class 

sizes, and the ability for 

faculty to adequate support 

the learning of students. The 

NDP will review the adequacy 

of staffing of universities as it 

relates to the quality of 

education, and we will 

 

Improving Ontario’s post-

secondary education system 

involves ensuring students 

have access and receive the 

education that provides them 

with the skills and needs to 

reach their full potential.  

 

The Green Party will increase 

funding for university and 

college operating budgets to 

ensure a high quality of 

education. By increasing 

investments in colleges and 

universities, the Green Party 

will provide the support 

needed for schools to increase 

the number of professors and 
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measure success in different 

areas. These agreements 

have allowed institutions to plan 

for the future and know what 

funding they can expect. 

This creates a more predictable 

environment for institutions to 

do their planning, including the 

hiring of new faculty. 

 

develop a plan to ensure that 

government funding is 

adequate to ensure high 

quality education for all 

students.  

 

faculty employees.  

 

Green MPPs will also increase 

investments in apprenticeship, 

co-operative and mentorship 

programs. In addition, we will 

expand training and 

certification programs in job 

growth areas such as green 

building, bio-medical 

technology, renewable energy 

and sustainable 

transportation. 

 

 

 

What will your 

party do to address 

the deferred 

maintenance, repair 

and renewal needs 

of Ontario 

universities?   

 

 
In 2003 we began the work of 

addressing the critical deficits 

created by the PCs. The 

infrastructure deficit, not just in 

postsecondary but in sectors 

across the province, was 

significant. 

 

Since 2003, Ontario Liberals 

have invested $62 billion in 

infrastructure funding. We 

released the province’s first ever 

long-term infrastructure plans 

(2005: ReNew Ontario; 

2011: Building Together). In 

contrast, the Hudak PCs and the 

Horwath NDP have never 

released a long-term 

infrastructure plan and their 

parties’ records of poor 

investment contributed directly 

to Ontario’s infrastructure 

 

[No response provided] 

 
The education of Ontario 

college and university 

students is being 

compromised by the declining 

state of buildings in which 

they learn. The 2010 Auditor 

General’s report detailed 

college buildings without 

basic amenities like heating, 

ventilation and air 

conditioning. Students face 

bigger class sizes because 

cash-strapped colleges and 

universities are forced to 

divert money from instructors 

to pay for urgent repairs. 

During its eight years in 

government, the McGuinty 

government failed to even 

develop a plan to deal with 

decaying buildings.  

 

 

Ontario’s universities 

obviously must provide 

students, staff, and faculties 

areas conducive to learning, 

studying, teaching, and 

working. The Green Party of 

Ontario recognizes this.  

 

Our proposed funding 

increase will allow institutions 

to allocate funds to the 

maintenance, repairs, and 

renewal of school facilities.  

 

In addition, once the budget is 

balanced, the Green Party will 

determine the best way 

forward in addressing the 

existing state of university 

buildings throughout Ontario.  
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deficit — the effects of which 

we continue to see throughout 

the province. When they were 

last in power, the NDP spent 

an average of only $3.7 billion 

each year on Ontario’s 

infrastructure and the PCs 

managed to spend even less 

each year — $2.7 billion. 

Ontario Liberals have averaged 

$10 billion each year over the 

past six years and, as part of 

Building Together, we will 

spend $35 billion over the next 

three years on infrastructure 

investment. For the first 

time ever in Ontario, 

postsecondary is now included 

in our long-term infrastructure 

plan. 

 

To address the specific 

infrastructure deficit left to us in 

postsecondary, over the past 

eight years we have invested 

over $4 billion in capital funding 

for our postsecondary 

institutions, including funding 

for deferred maintenance. This 

also includes the $780 

million we invested over two 

years in partnership with the 

federal government in 

colleges and universities to 

modernize facilities and boost 

the province's long-term 

research and skills-training 

capacity. More recently, we 

The NDP will commit 

significant new funding for 

universities through the $36 

billion infrastructure fund. In 

addition, we will improve 

capital planning processes to 

make better use of scarce 

dollars. We will move away 

from the current up-and-

down investments in 

infrastructure which make it 

difficult for universities and 

colleges to plan and move 

towards a more sustainable 

long-term funding approach 

to allow colleges and 

universities to cost-effectively 

maintain infrastructure assets 

and prolong the life of their 

facilities. 
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implemented our long-term 

capital plan to coordinate our 

efforts in maintaining and 

improving our province's 

infrastructure. We will continue 

to work with our universities to 

determine their capital priorities 

and to coordinate them with the 

needs of the sector as a whole. 

 

How will your party 

use research policy 

to strike a balance 

between basic 

research and 

research 

commercialization? 

 

 
One of the things that we are 

most proud of as Ontario 

Liberals is our commitment to 

research. We established the 

Ministry of Research and 

Innovation in 2005, Canada’s 

only dedicated provincial 

ministry of innovation. In large 

part this was to give Ontario’s 

universities, colleges, hospitals 

and researchers a direct channel 

to collaborate with government 

and access services and funding 

designed to advance our 

innovation agenda. 

 

Over the past several years we 

have worked closely with our 

partners to find the right 

balance between basic, 

translational and applied 

research. We recognize the 

importance of both early- and 

late-stage research in the 

discovery process. Together, 

basic, applied and translational 

research are the foundation of a 

healthy and strong innovation 

 

[No response provided]  

 

Over the past twenty years 

universities have increasingly 

been turning to  private 

donors to make up for chronic 

underfunding by both federal 

and provincial governments. 

One result is an increase in 

industry-funded research, and 

reduction in basic research. 

Basic research is crucial to 

furthering our understanding 

of the world. The rise in 

industry-funded research risks 

making universities 

subservient to the profit 

motives of business. As a 

party, the NDP has been 

consistently vocal about the 

dangers of increasing 

corporate influence over 

education and research, 

whether it be the dangers of 

advertising in schools, or the 

influence of corporations at 

universities. We will continue 

to work with universities, 

 

The Green Party believes that 

strong support of research is 

needed to build the 

foundation for the economy 

of the twenty-first century – in 

areas such as clean technology 

and knowledge-based 

services, among others. 

Integrated and collaborative 

research is important in 

fuelling creativity and 

innovation. 

  

The Green Party supports a 

research funding model with 

programs in both basic 

research and research 

commercialization. We 

recognize that research 

commercialization and 

partnerships between 

universities and the private 

sector can provide a financial 

advantage to certain 

programs, while freeing up 

resources for others in basic 

research. We need to be 

supporting our students and 
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system. At the same time 

Ontario Liberals believe that 

research should also be relevant 

to the Ontario economy, 

whether those impacts are close 

at hand or many years away. 

Fundamental new discoveries 

are important and lead to long-

term commercialization 

opportunities, new companies 

and new jobs. 

 

The Ontario Innovation Agenda 

sets out priority areas for 

research investment. Ontario 

Liberals will renew the 

innovation agenda, based on 

lessons learned and changes in 

our economy. The renewal 

process will provide a good 

opportunity to consult 

stakeholders about the research 

balance. Additionally, our 

research infrastructure 

investments continue to support 

all types of research activities. 

And, this past summer, we 

launched Ontario’s first-ever 

Social Sciences, Humanities and 

Arts research round of the 

Ontario Research Fund. 

granting agencies, and the 

federal government to ensure 

that our universities serve the 

public interest of education 

and the pursuit of new 

knowledge, rather than the 

short-term interests of 

industry.  One concrete 

measure that could be taken 

would be to extend 

whistleblower protection to 

protect students and staff at 

universities from 

repercussions if they speak 

out about interference by the 

private sector in university 

research projects.  

 

researchers equitably across 

the board, and to find 

innovative ways to promote 

research for the 21st century 

without being trapped in 

outdated funding models 

 

 

How will your party 

close the research 

funding gap? 

 

 
Ontario Liberals are proud of 

our investments in research and 

our two main Ontario Research 

Fund programs: Research 

Excellence and Research 

Infrastructure. Ontario 

 

[No response provided] 

 
We will consider the 

reinstatement of these 

provincial research programs 

[The Ontario 

Research Fund and the 

Ontario Research and 

 

In addition to increasing 

funding for university 

institutions, the Green Party 

will invest and encourage 

investment in research and 

development across 
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Liberals have invested $1.17 

billion in the fund since it was 

established in 2005. This 

has helped researchers leverage 

an additional $2.5 billion from 

private sources and the Federal 

government. Our investments 

have helped lead to new world-

changing discoveries and have 

also helped us train a new 

generation of highly-qualified 

research talent. Beyond the 

fund we also award support to 

our leading researchers directly 

through our Post Doctoral 

Fellowship program and our 

Early Researcher Awards 

program. 

 

Our investments in research 

infrastructure have helped 

institutions recruit and train 

over 16,000 highly qualified 

personnel, including almost 

5,000 researchers. 

 

We are also making research 

dollars go further. Under the 

previous PC government, the 

Auditor General criticized their 

management and oversight of 

funds earmarked for science and 

technology research and 

commercialization. In 2009 the 

Auditor indicated that Ontario 

Liberals had made the process 

"transparent and rigorous" and 

that money was being spent 

Development Challenge Fund] 

as part of our review of the 

adequacy of university 

funding.  

 

industries. We propose 

providing an additional $150 

million over two years for tax 

credits to encourage 

investment in human 

potential, industries and jobs 

that will fuel future 

prosperity. 

 

Investments made by the 

Green Party will include 

providing $150 million over 

two years in refundable tax 

credits for investments in 

research and development in 

emerging sectors such as 

clean technology, green 

buildings, value-added 

manufacturing, renewable 

energy and knowledge-based 

services.  

 

We will also support new 

financial instruments such as 

Community Bonds to support 

investments in social 

innovation. 

 

Innovation, research and 

development, and creativity 

are leading to new 

enterprises, developing 

products and services to 

tackle climate change, 

resource scarcity, health and 

quality of life issues. The 

Green Party will support 

efforts to develop these new 
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responsibly and that Ontarians 

were now receiving "strong 

value for money." 

Ontario Liberals will continue to 

invest in Ontario researchers 

and research institutions 

in a way that best meets the 

needs of our researchers while 

being fiscally responsible 

and transparent. 

 

enterprises. 

 

  

 How does your 

party view the role 

of universities in the 

development of 

Ontario? 

 

 
Ontario Liberals firmly believe 

that investments in education 

are the cornerstone of 

ensuring our province is 

competitive and successful in 

the global economy. Seven out 

of ten new jobs will require a 

postsecondary education in the 

future. Investing in our students 

and in our universities is not just 

a moral imperative, it is an 

economic one. It is crucial to 

ensuring that we have the most 

highly educated and highly 

skilled workforce to compete 

with the world. 

 

Our investments are paying off. 

Ontario is now a leader in North 

America, right after California, in 

attracting foreign investment to 

Ontario. Our highly skilled 

workforce is an important factor 

for companies that are looking 

to invest internationally. Our 

high quality education system 

 

[No response provided] 

 
Universities are crucial to the 

social and economic 

development of Ontario. They 

prepare young people to be 

creative and productive 

workers in our changing 

economy. But perhaps more 

importantly, they encourage 

in students a respect for 

knowledge, a desire to engage 

in and understand the world, 

and a sense of responsibility 

to the wider community. In 

other words, they promote 

citizenship – something that is 

crucial in today’s time of 

economic and environmental 

change.  

 

 

One of Ontario’s many 

strengths is a diverse and 

educated population. The 

Green Party’s policies build on 

this strength by providing 

universities the tools to 

deliver the education students 

need to succeed. We will 

invest in universities to fill the 

needs of our future economy, 

facilitate access to jobs, and 

better manage the costs of 

post-secondary education to 

reduce student debt. 

 

As a forward thinking party, 

the Green Party will not 

abandon Ontario’s students to 

a future of poor job prospects 

and high debt loads. We 

recognize that we must 

support Ontario’s universities 

in order to harness the great 

human potential of the next 

generation. 
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makes us a beacon for the best 

and brightest scholars to 

come to Ontario to become 

educated, share their 

knowledge, build international 

networks and businesses, and 

strengthen Ontario’s economy. 

Ontario Liberals understand the 

critical importance our 

universities play in our success 

as a province and will continue 

to make the investments 

necessary to ensure our 

universities remain the 

state-of-the-art, internationally 

recognized institutions they are 

today. 

Investing in people means 

investing in our students and 

their education. Ontario must 

help our students develop 

skills and career experience 

while guiding them into the 

careers and trades of 

tomorrow. Investing in 

universities will support the 

economy, improve efficiency, 

and help our students realize 

their full potential. The Green 

Party is prepared to do just 

this. 

 

 


